
THESECRETARYOFTHEINTERIOR
Washington

ORDERNO.  3283

SIGNATUREDATE:  January16, 2009

Subject:  EnhancingRenewableEnergyDevelopmentonthePublicLands

PurposeSec. 1.  ThisOrderfacilitatestheDepartment’seffortstoachievethegoalCongress
establishedinSection211oftheEnergyPolicyActof2005toapprovenon-hydropower
renewableenergyprojectsonthepubliclandswithagenerationcapacityofatleast10,000
megawattsofelectricityby2015.  ItalsoclarifiesDepartmentalrolesandresponsibilitiesto
accomplishthatgoalandincreaserenewableenergydevelopmentonthepubliclands.  

PolicySec. 2  . TheDepartmentsupportsthepermittingofenvironmentallyresponsiblewind,  
solar, biomass, andgeothermaloperationsandrequiredelectricaltransmissionfacilitiesonthe
publiclands.  TheDepartmentrecognizesthatthedevelopmentofrenewableenergyresourceson
thepubliclandswillincreasedomesticenergyproduction, providealternativestotraditional
energyresources, andenhancetheenergysecurityoftheUnitedStates.  

AuthoritySec. 3.  ThisOrderisissuedundertheauthorityofSection2ofReorganizationPlan
No. 3of1950 (64Stat. 1262), asamended, andpursuanttotheprovisionsofSection211ofthe
EnergyPolicyActof2005 (P.L. 109-58).  

ResponsibilitiesSec. 4 . 

a. TheAssistantSecretary - LandandMineralsManagementhastheleadresponsibility
forimplementingtheprovisionsofthisOrderandmeetingthecongressionalgoalsforrenewable
energydevelopmentonthepubliclands.  Thisincludes:    

1) designatinganappropriatenumberofRenewableEnergyCoordinationOffices
tosupportthepermittingofenvironmentallyresponsiblewind, solar, biomass, andgeothermal
operationsandelectricaltransmissionfacilitiesonthepubliclands;  

2) ensuringthattheprocessingandpermittingofrenewableenergyprojects
complieswiththerequirementsoftheNationalEnvironmentalPolicyAct, EndangeredSpecies
Act, NationalHistoricPreservationAct, andallotherlawsandregulations;  

3) improvingefficienciesintheprocessingofrenewableenergyapplicationsand
theconsistentapplicationofrenewableenergypolicies;  

4) developingBestManagementPracticesforrenewableenergyprojectsonthe
publiclandstoensurethemostenvironmentallyresponsibledevelopmentofrenewableenergy;  



5) recoveringcostsintheprocessingofrenewableenergyapplicationsandthe
monitoringofauthorizationsundertheprovisionsofSection304andSection504oftheFederal
LandPolicyandManagementAct (FLPMA);  

6) allocatingresourcestosupporttheprocessingandpermittingofrenewable
energyprojects; and

7) improvinginteragencycoordinationwithotherFederalagencies, includingthe
DepartmentofEnergyandtheEnvironmentalProtectionAgency, andStateagenciestofacilitate
theprocessingandpermittingofrenewableenergyprojectsonthepubliclands.  

b. TheAssistantSecretaryforFishandWildlifeandParks, alongwiththeother
ProgramAssistantSecretaries, asappropriate, willprovidestaffsupportandassistanceas
necessarytofacilitatethepermittingofwind, solar, biomass, andgeothermaloperationsand
requiredelectricaltransmissionfacilitiesonthepubliclands.  Assistancemayincludeentering
intointeragencyMemorandaofUnderstandingand/orAgreementstoimproveinteragency
coordinationandtofacilitatethepermittingofwind, solar, biomass, andgeothermaloperations
andrequiredelectricaltransmissionfacilitiesonthepubliclands.  Theagreementsmayinclude
provisionsfortheuseofcostrecoveryaccountstosupporttheworkoftheDepartmentin
processingindividualrenewableenergyapplicationsandprovideforco-locationofstaffwithin
RenewableEnergyCoordinationOffices.  

DelegationSec. 5  .  TheauthoritiesoftheAssistantSecretary - LandandMineralsManagement
tocarryouttheresponsibilitiesofthisOrdermaybefurtherdelegated.  

ImplementationSec. 6 .  TheAssistantSecretary - LandandMineralsManagementis
responsibleforensuringimplementationofthisOrder, incoordinationwiththeDepartment’s
otherProgramAssistantSecretaries, asappropriate.   

ExpirationDateSec. 7 .  ThisOrderiseffectiveimmediately.  Itwillremainineffectuntilits
provisionsareconvertedtotheDepartmentalManualoruntilitisamended, superseded, or
revoked, whicheveroccursfirst.  Intheabsenceofanyoftheforegoingactions, theprovisionsof
thisOrderwillterminateandbeconsideredobsoleteonOctober1, 2015.  Theterminationofthis
Orderwillnotnullifyimplementationoftherequirementsandresponsibilitieseffectedherein.  

s/ DIRKKEMPTHORNE
SecretaryoftheInterior
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